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Desalination Using the Condensation Irrigation System
(A Case Study of the Research Farm of Shahid Chamran University of Ahvaz)
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Abstract

Condensation Irrigation (CI) is a combination of simultancous desalination and irrigation/drinking water
production. As saline water evaporates in a solar distiller and the hot and humid air is transferred into an
underground pipeline, fresh water will condense on the inner pipe surface due to cooling of air by the ground.
The water thus condensed infiltrates into the soil through pores in the perforated drainage pipes laid in the
ground to transfer the humidified air. In this study, the CI system was developed using common buried pipes to
determine the amount of water produced. In this setup, condensed water is collected at the end of the pipe to be
used for drinking. Observations and calculations indicated a mean water production capacity of 4 liters every 8
hours along a pipe 25m long. Less water was produced on the first day because some of the water was lost to the
wetting of the internal pipe walls. Finally, examination of temperature effects revealed that water production
along the pipe reduces as we move farther away from the inlet part of the pipe.

Keywords: Unconventional Water, Condensation Irrigation, Drinking Water, Desalination, Humid Air.

1. CPED Studr:nLtJ qf Irri.gationAe}ilnd Dra(igage, Fa01(lil}y ofl\\VaLer )SCi%I;ie;igs(‘)}izhgig O A oK p e oaSiils (2S5 Gl (6183 (g gmiils -

amran niversity, vaz orresponding uthor Bach fi@ il L41V14. ) T4AY fon ok 3 3l eal
Bagher.yousofi@gmail.com ‘ag er.y()l?so/l(./.g‘mal—.com B _/ (e -fww:) 0

2. Prof. of Irrigation and Drainage, Faculty of Water Sciences, Shahid Chamran Al 0 o Aot oS> (Ol pske saSCals (2S5 5 olel 05 S ol Y

University, Ahvaz

WY alsligal 195 Jlu P alodi



8 el Y-
U Sl ool (6550 b g (28 ] (e 53 )5 <l
sosbaly ki oKaus )3 glen 5558 0 Ll gund 55
(s 4 2 3b 50 r;j $lso ) G il p LS 0o 4
Cws 3, 345 6L’°J§L’F’" ))35}.&69&5:;»@.:»}){')' LSLMJ)J
20l by 4l s Ol o IS OF 5 ans o
slod g 5148 90,5 [0]5 S sslizal 6)3‘@-’. b sles]
Golel Jos 50 SB 5,15 s g5 O el 558 sslizal 285
0] s o ol |

CI r—:—-m-:—n) Sy 903 @‘J—A—Z 6[-%&&33_1_9 C)L&]LE.A UJ‘SU
155 5 Sladlae NAAF L 3 0,5 5 ol st oLl
o Cobus 4 st g5l (\—’.'-“ S LSJL:-.'T e S0
oF B 5558 T i ) ol 5l Sl aslizal L,
a3 VAV L s sy 5 071555 (kT (s slodly) s
bbL&TQ%))H)l—:—&Q—&Sd‘J_j AS_‘{'jswL:.anjé‘)CI
T o0 285 Sy aly Dlallas s patman [Y]5,5
e gladd g w558 e (Sahy sled ) 551, Ls
5 05dlin S o toan [A]sls r\—?d‘ L sole! Jos 558 Jize
53 = LT e 03,8 3l LY ) L s oS
()L-*—a-] ozen [l s | (e dJL:.’T seis bl
V/A a5 0 s a8 sls plas mislosl >k js Yo # Jla s
eshacd IV Dssi o 5 ) e o s GanlsT OT 2 S5k
o) 4 B Sl e 52 LYY L s ol s
$)m 4S8 Gl i ) 5 ST S il s s
a5 5 Ol e £ Gl b g lia 5 555 o3l (55
J:—‘-f*;-f J_.aJ>V‘ 394> > 5))_.2Lrn bbL:L:_»" L;!'.\:.Al_.:—‘, %JT
5915 U 3T Jles (gl 528 51 (50 4 55 el L) V]
5055 2 05 b5l slap b i Cslos S a5 4
RCOU I JOS Y [P PO |

0333 Cmmsdsy 3o ) 51 B 2838 Slalllas 4 45 5

s sd T 5l et

b o) 92150 -
O ez gt 8l ) oylens Ui 4530 55 islajl o)
ALYl s 22505 5 T 00,8 650 bl sal
W)

Jsbas 319 JUS aw i 2lesT el 121 (sl 08 sl o
Bl Jsers g s il i e Bl ¥ e 5 2 YO

6 -
Ingenieurbiiro Ruess und Hausherr

I49E Jlu P aglodi

dodde —
tne 5 0355 5 gy salinal VA5 L 5o s OB 5,8 L
21 Sl b iy s Slos b Y same 550 5 T
Cyagamms g Comax Glalidl a5 LV oy o 5l 231008
s ol 5 aS Ly 528 51 gk T2 YO JLu b 0 mile
S Y § RV 9§ O SN P JORCN - FPV-YE o
il el Jlose 1 152 gl Lol il 33l cComma il 53
5L 2l e e Lol gl ol g aes e plis &
S aiy b OF e s Laga ol b Js oComar
ool 555 1,88 2ol e Ml 2SS Gl e S
ol dan 3 0B o B (65505255 51 o ablis it
kS b sl 5l elinad 3k 5w gy et T 51U
T K U TP S U [T PYU S P PR B W 35 O RO
Ll sl s S s K5 (o0l 5 Jsame s Slas s s
Shasliad ot ST 2t a5 6l mlin ol e il
5L e lSa 51 aslial Ly T 0008 e e 5 Slazals s
[¥ el Gilesa

el Ll T 51 i T xS 20 050 ¥Y 505 50
a5 el paiy s ) Ll paiy 215 ey Sas
Lis s s glocs s dowyo Ol ol 148555 o
[V]aS oo LS s s a2 slas 551 L W 5lasys o/ Y

Sl s hed L s s 58 5t 4 LS
T2 S YO UGS PUPINTI. RURES Jp O J LI S RO
a3l 8 S 5 53t ) S 2
S 51 ol 30 5T szl U s el 5 el s o
sxba 5 asd e Jols Bl Gl 5 o el O iand s 5
J\.&p&.&&\}.@\j\«f;ﬁ@d&uﬁjpbqw
ol slaol (I oLl dew s s 3 aS e 6 S5l
Wb S s et sl Sl smar pe IS 1 osE L
)5 on sV US55 (I8 (3l e S s

[¥] o2 ol s S sl =) IS

Green Revolution

Reverse Osmosis

Multi Stage Flash

Multi effect distillation
Condensation Irrigation (CI)

O N N

allsls g ol 'TA



oad ple dd SO LA VL (glad e ad sl 2y
Olg V7 S8 L aSy S5 055 003 ad Jeate (256 (55
O3e 6355 5 0353153 0lur 4 0f 4y s 500 o

graad i sbad g 0gss 4 of Jlasl 5 olais

T —

s U,‘.‘SA Condd 9 )._._.E.ES S&s O 6)L433LAT—VJ$.~:

s 35 3 5 sd Ol il e Ol S S b
)b\_n.so_i‘d.x_.ﬁW}QDJ‘JQ)‘ywa)b\/‘ G
sace S b s SLS opl e s ewiles (3Ll alasT Jsb
Ve T sles s Gty 03 S ol S S
)bwTdLnbjj“j‘u ‘J‘Z@u;}‘L’JKJ)’QJ}“‘“L}“):"‘J‘“
&S\—”'&Q—é)@jyt_g u‘)’:“l‘“‘ 4;-)3\/')'\).”.14}5»&:....:0)”
Lo 0L 2 e [0l il | Jool> Sl 05,875 0 Ul 5
N s o8y s 550 O (g5, oSG Sty s 156 (59,45
505 8l ol e aS P LS O b 5l e e 5 a2
Gt 5300l b3 slad gl gy Cell Clia Dt b e
‘.53_5-6&ﬁo>\>@a)\@d&@$6ﬁuﬁbf'
JJ Al olss s ol s Dl S sok sz 50 o gb
3 6J3T&°~? g sl s adly USJK—? %)T c;-:‘ NG u"vﬂi?
03 s glin 5555 b 3l eas alone GanlsT T L
Sl i 255 5 505,555 bid b g Sl S el She
2l g Zushy dge G e Joli S8 S 50

M alslig ol

I8 LU ) 534S (2 LUPVC i 5l 5 sz ks PY
B asls it gy Sl asd Ol &S a5 S5 L 5 i usls
3 o lasl b wiact s LS sload S el S5y

(Y JS2) 55 plonil ot J 8 ams

e allioee
et aldioe
e
il Ldlons
a § g
23m
P>

il e S YIS

Lososs ol ol A ol wTr—»J—Lﬂ o8 ) 5
QJMQ\P\%L,“LJCE_N@%CJ:JBG\J%«SQ&\:
u.\_.:égéiua.,:jr.:igaw\,uj.\.zwua\p\rg

(¥ US2) 258 5o (2l S Ol o 28

< T—98om >

{t

25cm

U

sl oalazal O >Lg\—\"‘)5~.i

0sbU G 5l pidgy 558 psmnlin ¥ SE 5 S 55kl

1 el (S gy ol osls 18 of 6o, sla Vg
O3 0305 D 0355 05 Sl 38 st 3505 ol b
6L”djl—-' O3 55 (o wd D J_:JM_g Lx.;”‘ BE) .:J_g sslaul
S8 53 Sl 05,5 05 ) m G 3l ol lseed 5 55
a.cJ}adL;lwyud\,k\‘oligﬁ.mnu@l.\?:ﬂﬁcw

498 JLu P ajlods



Uz 5 5 83909 S (5 S0 510 -Y-Y

D) EBs L o st gty g Sl e e e s S sll 6l
248 (o 51 Dsg (P USE) ad el 30 5 e
233 bn osbe lia 0l sols s g sad sbul ) (sl
B e e ils 13 gy g VL o oS Gl ie Kol
39 sdaline

‘PUEF“ﬂd;’J‘“\u‘}MQ}:ﬁA}J_;W

dy) pan sled (5 50510 Y-

Slal b i LS ol oS a8l 55 ) e s Lo
Cd 5 s =Seslsl gl o Sl sl bl S IDRG SMS-T1
SIS TDRG gl s il ool SUs slas 5 S b
Glm S e 5o 15 ol ol e oS ol 285 LB oy,
Sielasl b s 1y casby 5 Lo 5 ciliS LS SYsb S
S mSo3las! gl Jaib arllan ol s slale ol 5 s 5T Conses
o Jlasl bl S Vs K slls slelu ol e sslizal Lo
Job Lt T (555 51 Los  Stls G 55l 1) 55lS
(A 5V s S8) wil o ol sanlin

|
\

Py Jlail O g

&b &y

S

_ USB o
23508 ygzital o

ol sl 5 SVl -V IS

498 JLu P ajlods

ZIF 98305 Sl Sush ) (5505100 -\-Y

Glas 5| St e (glos (£ S3101 L ol o s 13 b
S Lol [y St gl slos 135 s 5 gles
$Los 23,8 (5 Se 31l el 0 IS5 5wl wile sl il
o ol GLEIS s il inles S b ol 5 a1 5 gl
Wl sadon g ol 4 U oS i 5l e slez 0L L
L aS ol ) 353 425 0 il o page 55 3 5] gy
35S Do i 1L et gl Sl bl e 0L 2 (B
W8l s g3 dy 5 gles 4 ol B

55 e ) Uz Sl oslinal b ol a1, g St

— Tw
e B
()
rw\ 3 sk,
A\

[VY]SKts 5 5 les 0 IS

[VY] Sts 5 5 bos 5T aslizal o by (68051 — ) S

(W23) (oo Sasb

(0 s 422 53) Sz sl (Lo o bes BN

Sl 5 ples

Yoy Y Y0 VY Y YA N0 (s 45 53)

4¥  ar a4y 4y 4y a4\ 4\ 4.
AY AP AD AL AT AYAY A
A YA YA WY VS YO VF V)
VE YF VY Ve SASY SO SY
S48V s0 FE O SY 04 v oY
SY £\ 04 oY OF oY f4 ¥
oA 00 oF &)Y fY fo fY vs
oY o FY FO TY YA FF YA
FALFOFYYAOYE ¥V YY)
FrOf. ¥F P YA YO Y. Y

L > < 0 O 6 t < —

—
.

Tdb
Twb

ullslig ol e



$basltd aer LS Lyl |8 Les ool p L ol
s ps bylsn IS ,Les o lal s s ol OF 51 S5
Y 4._124‘))\f}MQ#JAMbJujAaMgﬁ)dud}lujﬁ
ﬁ&pr)-L.S'/W&'fﬂ‘x o g 4253V s LS S
J—f‘ﬁg}“,ﬁt—“‘l““—’.J'}f‘ J}jud‘)_%rﬁj_kas)_&:
St St glsp o S5 LS o s O 0 S LS+ /- FARA
723 osbs glie o SPLS /N0 Gl Sl 6l il e
VY I Ce g acil ails gLy Y G s 4l
23 M o 55 0lr cnl 5 a8k 4l s ST SIS
g e s e 2o Vol Lol g s G ds Ve e Jsb

.[;50]3;6)L5TC~;L~\‘ ;:JMJ.)‘J

Sou OJ@L}S—\“
wﬂ_a;m..z,\_;,:Jr_pr;\wuﬁww\ﬁ
s dy) slesl shaas g Suawelal O i s sl ialasT
sael & IS s o As,x.zdﬁfgm,@jcq Sabesl ol

s

5000 -

4000 - — ]

3000 -
2000 +
1000 - H
0 T T

e petsey pewsa

(il shes) pamaleT T

mlrie e

Cl s 53 53 (6330 par GoaldT Ol -4 JSC

Sl a5 Jlie o a8t o says 4 JSE 3 S sbisles
590 9° @M\—“T <l S5 ot 5 sl a5 3 @-’—:&L—JT
a5 o S ol 500 dds oml o il osldl Bl ¢ len
1 5k 45 3y S8 ) s b 55 s 5 5 s
rh i S GY S O pon el g Saslil o
alsl 53 093 595 52038 e Al B ml it I s
s balio psoud ady suslal O Jlade sl
Sl a5 5s Oolest Vs 5 Ss (S criman o3 a8 a5
STER TGN XL RERNYY ui*-luj S35 2 e S5 ‘@%AWT
Lo sad ) 5 2 lade g sy sy b S 4
Clads e n s oobem g e L Ve bl
6255 351 a5 T slie s sl s ) /0 Gualil
ROWINWER s

M alsleg ol

SrFojlail wlylas

bes 5 Cusby s Sosll oy A S

s a5 O dnslona —F-Y
S rgmmede 3 Vo e o8y 3 sb e (sle sl
)l—&{h)j—i)ﬂbﬁdﬁ)dl&dﬂ))wa))f' Uju.&.i
asle cd ) g 9 095 oo (Jla SLEd 53 g5 2 lsn g <l
S 05U sleus s O lade casS e 4l JolS gla3lS

S oh S S
pV
m=—— \
42.3‘) Cfi\J.) 45

rwv‘d&abwf)mp‘r;}l:swfnurfm
5 Sl YAY Jkg K St clsn gl 5 $5Y Jkg K o Sl
O.a_.:\ @‘)J)@d‘.&u‘&)ﬁ%ﬁ&)‘f?))T
u)jp‘jéjbéyTu)jéw\&bd‘}&:j)l:u)\.x.an
Cosby o Camad ) a8 0 o 55 15 5515 552 25 gls0
(St Sls ST T ¢ SS)l e (X) oy
ilead plal 2l okl e 53 130 Sl S 55

[8]cwl pogpasn Zosb 61 0l o2

0.622p, ot
Pt — pv,sat

X

()
42.3‘) Cﬁ")bé
3 ‘-’T b lse IS Lidpio s Pa s &L':“ s lad \ Pvsat
oJ_.'ZJSSJS.A\)L;‘gbOJ»‘r)@EAASJbLg‘J.}‘tSCM»\PaWﬁ\)&

Y L .
Olses (5 Db w5l e 0l (S5 b LES iy e
S5 Gy o ey & e e s iy a3
33 el slos (st ity o B g 0 (55 LS 1
] PO O [ W [ B PP V- [PE
Lo gdpe iS5 Canl ity Slaie SO 28 5 51 0l 5l g Ll 5

! Saturation Pressure (pv,sat)
Partial Pressure

I#9E Jlus V' alodis



3o 355 adsl sl gl 4 ol s (b b e
S DS a) O s 5 005 S Al )

—4— 10m
—0— 25m

——— bigining —f— Sm
—— 15m

-=¥==20m

0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8
(csls) Sl 5

SalaT ST g Job 55 s gy = VY S

) sleml g s Sy b aSaps psmnlin V) S s
G Jlaie o ot 4 a8 ol S ) o slas 2158
el gad 5 O Slacde 5l e s 5 S Job s o
shizl 51 s 59 L S i8S ol g e HSosb 4l i e
2y elss S 53 Ganelal Ol ud g d )
A Sl oy b olwbe s Olelis 5l e 0L s
(Selal STy s s LT ronges 5 S 1 5 o
i) &l el BUS 31 03Ls ) S Sl [ s o a3
e U 16

St -f
e sb e sl GanlaT OT s sl s o g e
Sy sla S wb e 02 (smes 2 slad ) 055 S Sl
iSe s slaad g slaslinal L oasl o (21 5 a0 o0 Zes
sl sy s o) Ol e s Jamn glaed d sl
L aenlal ST a5 oy ol o5 0 ns 3
53 Gl O ) 8 1 il Jama slad ) 3l sslicd
Bl shaasadg ol sldols mls by 5ol mex d4) gl
Clad s a8l plas anslie ol iad aslie Olislxa 5 6,55
Slam as iz s @ML@T Sl ads 56555 Gub ) @'-*-:&Lﬂ
Bad | Ser KK (st 53 4

sl ) sl @ oad Ko b oS s ol aalllas oyl
T a2l atas s 48 cod iz ) e slns
3 s o Slade sl 53 g ol d g Jsb s el 28
o s LSS olge I sba cplnlyspde wals

M98 Jlu P aglods

5000 -

4000 - ]

3000 -

2000 +

(2 oa) Smalel

1000 -

0 T T T T 1
Jalse  pedse  pewsa

plerse s

Cl s 53 343 tmbone GalsT T Sl - + IS

el sa ) Oy Rl 53 g T Jlada \ + JSE s
Lol ssry adsl cod SO IS w5 b 5 S 0l s
=By Sl el ol s ol S icls S Ol )
2o ol JS S as s el wil B O
el o
SealaT OF a5 L 0 358 ga sty IS5 03 48 5 sbplen
ol easd DLl szt ialasT o3l 9148 cl 555 0 2 e
0Ll o b se s bas rimen 5l 3 (21581 LG Lo g2
TP L EPE JCUN PG SRS T YT N P PR
Fr il T a3k ot ST Sl Sl 55 o s

Dy oD

) dsb 33bes gy V-
355 sl S el oo s 558 0 3 b e gl S S
Jsb s s aallls ool s n o o, Sl s osbs I o,
$Los s (LS s 5 2l 1531 ) s glas (oS

i8S a b adsl S s il palS ) s s
ot ey ol ol 5 ) i slos VY IS5 s
Qujadjlck_...dug‘zj_.i@a.mumdii.):‘xf)jkow
Los 5L ol S T 31 pputmad w2l a0 el ol
2 leS omlogm ot 63955 53 SL 5 osb e sl o
SLbI S gles 5 ad Jaze d g slesil 51 5w o d ) (slazy
AUkl S ol s Lad Sossile gl g dy)
&\ﬁ\m\‘gﬁdﬂd@\j\jfjﬁdeLg\A:{\Jbng@»LoJf
s Sl POl b s |yl galS el Job s s
«:,_.iQMJ:MJK\.QJb:Hij\LgL»:UJ)JQm
5 S gl ol il sl | gad s 6l S0k
o=l sl Jlasl bedd J g am ey bw gl oot S5
RS &b):;—é&bﬁ%«ipwwﬁ&%&bﬂ

allsls g ol Y



235 D 3 Gaalal O ad g als oL st ) s O35 50 miped 35 g0 S 5 GaeliT OT a5 ol gl
Ladsonshomin Oladllas Ll e Sosaon ¥r Sonp (ralSh oy cal J50 a5l (555 5 Slubl e STl s
2359 il or 208 5 Ganlal STl s3505 sles

&l -0

1. Shah, M., and Strong, M. (2000). Food in the twenty first century: From science to sustainable agriculture,
CGIAR Secretariat, World Bank, Washington, DC.

2. Rosegrant, M.W., Cai, X., and Cline, S.A. (2002). World water and food to 2025: Dealing with scarcity,
Int. Food Policy Research Institute, ISBN 0-89629-646-6.

3. Hussain, A.K.M. (2003). “Solar energy utilization in Libya for seawater desalination.” Conference
Proceedings and Symposia, Proceedings at the ISES Solar World Congress, Gothenburg.

4. Lindblom, J., and Nordell, B . (2003). “Condensation Irrigation - a system for desalination and irrigation.”
Proceedings of the International Conference on Energy and Environment, (ICEE-03), Brack, Libya.

5. Lindblom, J., and Nordell, B. (2006). “Water production by underground condensation of humid air.” J. of
Desalination, 189, 248-260.

6. Widegren, M. (1986). “Condensation irrigation, a desalination-irrigation system.” M.Sc. Thesis, Lulea
University of Technology, Sweden.

7. Nordell, B. (1987). “Design of climate system for Greenhouse in the north of Sweden.” Lulea University of
Technology, Sweden.

8. Hausherr, B., and Ruess, K. (1993). Seawater desalination and irrigation with moist air, Ingenieurbiiro Ruess
und Hausherr, Switzerland.

9. Gustafsson, A.M., and Lindblom, J. (2001). “Underground condensation of humid air-a solar driven system
for irrigation and drinking-water production.” MSc Thesis, Lulea University of Technology, Sweden.

10. Lindblom, J. (2006). “Condensation irrigation: Simulations of heat and mass transfer.” Licentiate Thesis,
Lulea University of Technology, Sweden.

11. Lindblom, J., and Nordell, B. (2007). “Underground condensation of humid air for drinking water production
and subsurface irrigation.” J. of Desalination, 203, 417-434.

12. Engineeringtoolbox. (2012). “Measuring air humidity.” <http://www.engineeringtoolbox.com/humidity-
measurement-d_561.html>. (June, 6, 2012).

"y allssld g ol 1498 JLu P ajlods



