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Abstract
North - Karun watershed with an area of 14200km? in one of the flood-prune

regionsin Iran. Rainfalls of intensity and long duration in this watershed have
caused large floods and loss of lives and properties. In less than two months ( end
of 1997 and beginning of 1998), three flood events have occured. In this paper,
factors responsible for these floods are analyzed, and the amount and volume of
these floods are considered. The results show that high-intensity and long -
duration rainfalls, high slopes of the sub-basins, poor vegetation cover, and
unwise use of forests and pastures are the main reasons for these floods. The
occured floods are exceptional events that have caused great direct damages,

which amount to 70 billion Rials.
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