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Abstract

Urbanization and physical development of urban-areas have caused, in
addition to higher water demand, major changes inthe water cycle both
qualitatively and quantitatively. Among the changes imposed on water resources,
specially in urban areas, are included such changes as increased peak flow in
rivers passing through cities as a result of a reduction in base flow which is, in
turn, caused by excessive exploitation of resources; and great variations in
groundwater levels, particularly in arid, semi - arid, and coastal areas. The major
changes affecting water quality brought about by urbanization include the
discharge of various wastewater and effluents into receiving surface and ground
waters, contaminant leaks, increased total suspended solids, highly-intensified
eutrophication, and serious decline in water-related health indicators. These
changes from urban agglomerations pose formidable challenges.

These changes along with the diversity existing in managing and
decision-making bodies have resulted in the discretization of water management
in urban areas. In this paper, efforts have been made to lay emphasis on the

necessity for an overall, integrated water management in urban areas.
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